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ence: Larsen's smallest, killed in the Ross Sea, being 82 feet and
his largest, 99 feet long. These whales average at least i ton in
weight for every foot in length.
The Star I, the largest of the whale catchers, made two explora-
tory cruises. This boat was of 130 tons, with triple expansion
engines of 550 horse-power, capable of driving her at a speed of
12 knots. In January, 1924, she left Discovery Inlet to seek a
better harbour, visiting Franklin Island and then McMurdo Sound
which was full of ice. The most remarkable sight witnessed on
this cruise was a fight between a huge Blue whale and five Killers
(Orca gladiator). The Killers slaughtered the Rorqual and then
devoured its tongue, after which the Star I towed the carcase to
the base.
On January 2yth, 1924, a longer cruise began, on which Captain
Hooper, the Administrator of the Ross Dependency, sailed in the
Star I. An iceberg 20 miles long was seen to calve from the
Barrier and the ship only escaped it by a narrow margin. No
landing could be made, though it was attempted, at Cape Crozier ;
but evidence of the Emperor penguin rookery was seen. Mc-
Murdo Sound was entered as far as Cape Royds where the pack
prevented farther progress. Shackleton's hut was not seen, but
the rookery of Adelie penguins was sighted. No steam appeared
above the crater of Mount Erebus. Beaufort and Franklin Islands
were passed and then a course was set for Wood Bay which appears
to have been clear of ice. Coulman Island was rounded, and
Tucker Inlet as well as Moubray Bay were found full of ice.
Robertson Bay was entered and the two huts were seen at Cape
Adare, but a heavy swell prevented landing and on February 2nd
the return was begun in a gale. The Star I made a speed of over
6 knots against a southerly blizzard; this is remarkable and shows
the advantage of great engine power. On February 6th Discovery
Inlet was reached after a cruise of 1,414 miles ; no more suitable
harbour than the inlet had been found for the mother ship.
On March 8th, 1924, the Sir James Clark Ross and her five
satellites steamed out and found the temperature in the Ross Sea
20 degrees warmer than within the inlet. No difficulty with the
ice pack was encountered and the fleet reached Stewart Island,
New Zealand, on April 4th.
A month before Larsen left Discovery Inlet a notable discovery
had been made by two of Messrs. Salvesen's whalers beyond Dr.
Charcofs farthest south off the Failures Coast. This discovery